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RED HORSE Team Arrives 


Tallil Passenger Terminal 
There will be a brief ribbon cutting cere- 
mony at the new Tallil passenger 
Terminal on Friday, July 4th at 8:30 a.m. 
The brief ceremony will mark the offi- 
cial opening of the facility and dedicate 
it to Army Sergeant Edward John 
Anguiano—the last MIA found in Iraq. 


Check Cashing Policy 

To accommodate all personnel mailing 
packages home, Finance is increasing 
the check cashing limit to $100/week. 
Finance will also continue to cash 
checks for up to $500 for departing per- 
sonnel (PERSCO boarding pass is 
required). Finance will help accommo- 
date special circumstances on a case-by- 
case basis (via letter signed by the 
squadron commander). 


Chapel Movie Mystery Night 
On Wednesday night, the Air Force 
chaplains will sponsor Mystery Movie 
Night. That’s right! It’s Mystery Movie 
Night because we don’t know the name 
of the movie yet. The movie is free and 
open to all Tallil Personnel. The movie 
begins at 7 p.m. in the 407th AEG WOC 
conference room. 


Last Chance for Photos! 

This weekend is your last chance for a 
squadron or group photo. There are a 
few appointments left so call before they 
are all gone. After this weekend, the 
Public Affairs office will no longer be 
able to provide a photographer for this 
purpose. Photography will be limited to 
news events only. To grab the last few 
appointments, call 459-0014. 


Fun Run Results 
Here are the results of the Services spon- 
sored 2-mile FUN RUN held June 22: 


Male 
1. Airman 1st Class Conner Maher 
(13:38) 407th ESFS 


2. Senior Airman John Upchurch 
(13:42) 407th EMXS 


3. Tech Sgt. Calvin Wilson 
(14:34) 407th ECS 


Female 
1. Capt. Melissa Cunningham 
(16:37) 407th ECS 


2. Airman Ist Class Laura Martinez 
(16:52) 407th ECS 


3. Senior Airman Sunshine Goff 
(18:32) 407th EMEDS 





L) Legendary civil 
engineering team to 
start runway repairs 


By Master Sgt. Deb Smith 
Editor, Tallil Times 


A sriving on the very runway 
they came to repair, the Ist 


Expeditionary RED HORSE 
Group stepped off a plane at Tallil 
Air Base, Iraq Thursday night 
ready to work. Based out of 
Southwest Asia, an 11-man heavy 
operational repair team has been 
tasked to repair more than 40 
spalls—surface chipping—in both 
base runways. 

Once complete, the repairs will 
enable the runways to withstand 
larger aircraft that will eventually 
land at Tallil. 

While the runways are safe for 
the aircraft they currently serve, 
the excessive chipping and crack- 
ing due to years of ill-repair make 
it questionable for prolonged and 
extensive use by larger, heaver air 
frames. 

“Basically it (runway) hasn’t 
been repaired for the past twelve 
years—probably not since the 
Iraqis left it after the end of the 
first Gulf War,” said Ist Lt. Bryan 
Cooper, Ist RED HORSE Group 
deployed commander. “This run- 
way was built back in 1980 by the 
French and the lack of mainte- 
nance and severe environmental 
conditions here have really taken 
their toll on the surface.” 

Repairs are expected to take 
approximately 3 weeks and will be 
accomplished in two separate 
phases. The first phase of repairs 
will begin on the inside runway 
“30R” which is currently closed. 
The estimated repair time will be 








A RED HORSE IN DA HOUSE!: The 1st Expeditionary RED HORSE Group arrived 
Thursday night with three plane loads of equipment and materials. Recognized by 
their distinct red hats, the famous engineering team will spend the next three weeks 
repairing the runways to enable heavier aircraft, such as rotators, to service Tallil. 


about 12 days. _ During the clo- 
sure, RED HORSE engineers will 
make “saw cuts” in and around the 
identified spall damage, and 
remove the inferior part of the run- 
way. They will then apply a spe- 
cial material called PaveMend™ 
to fill the void. Pave Mend™ is a 
rapid repair concrete replacement 
substance that produces a bonded, 
rock-like material and forms a 
high-performance concrete substi- 
tute. 

Phase two begins when runway 
30R is complete and repairs on the 
outside runway, 30L, begin. 

“The outside runway will not 


close during repairs,” Cooper said. 
“Runway 30L will still be able to 
accept inbound traffic while we’re 
working on it, and we expect 
repairs on this phase to only take 
approximately a week.” 

RED HORSE teams are mobile 
civil engineering units that are 
manned, trained and equipped to 
perform heavy repairs and upgrade 
airfields and facilities, as well as 
support weapons systems 
deployed to any theatre of opera- 
tion. 

The RED HORSE concept dates 
back to a March 10, 1965 memo 
from Robert McNamara, 


Continued on page 2 
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RED HORSE: Here 
to Repair Runways 


Secretary of Defense to Harold 
Brown, then Secretary of the Air 
Force. McNamara was intrigued 
by a report of U.S. Marines mov- 
ing from an undeveloped Viet 
Cong-controlled area at Chou lai 
to a 4-squadron operational field in 
just under 20 days, in which they 
built an 8,000-foot runway. 

By Sept. 1965, Tactical Air 
Command was tasked to organize 
train, equip and prepare two 
squadrons of civil engineers for 
deployment to Southeast Asia. 

These squadrons took the name 
RED HORSE from the acronym, 
Rapid Engineer Deployable Heavy 


Operational Repair Squadron, 
Engineer. In 1988 the were 
renamed to simply’ = Civil 
Engineering RED HORSE 
squadrons. 





6/25/2003 - RANDOLPH AIR 
FORCE BASE, Texas (AFPN) -- 
More than 900 airmen may be 
involuntarily moved to shortage 
career skills starting July 7, 
according to Air Force Personnel 
Center officials here. 

Although 450 airmen volun- 
teered to change career fields dur- 
ing the initial phase of this year’s 
noncommissioned officer retrain- 
ing program, it was not enough. 

Around the second week of 
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Promoted to Technical Sergeant: 


ADAMS PERRY D ESFS 
BENNETT MICHAEL D AEG 
BROWN SCOTT RANDAL ESFS 
BRYANT RICHARD A | EAMXS 
CUTHBERTSON JOSEPH ESFS 
FARRAR MICHAEL S ECS 
HARPER TARSHA L ECS 
HASSAN PATTIE A EMEDS 
HODGES CHRISTIAN K ESFS 
JOHNSON DAVIDA EOSS 
KING DENNIS J III ECS 
MILLER TIMOTHY W ELRS 
MOODY KELVIN D EAMXS 
POTTER KEVIN E PREDATORS 
RACE VIRGINIA M AEG 
SKERRETT CHRISTY M ECES 
VALENTINE JOE D EOSS 
Promoted to Master Sergeant: 

GRANT BYRON D PREDATORS 
MEACHAM ANDY L ELRS 
QUETELJOSEPH T EMXS 











July, officials will begin notifying 
airmen selected as most vulnerable 
to retrain. They will ask the airmen 
to submit their choices of shortage 
career fields they would most like 
to retrain into as part of the pro- 
gram's Phase II. The second phase 
runs through Aug. 15. 

"This phase of the retraining 
program is necessary to help meet 
the needs of the Air Force by put- 
ting airmen where they are needed 
most," said Chief Master Set. 


900 Airmen Face Involuntary Retraining 


Alvin Diaz, chief of the skills man- 
agement branch here. 

Under Phase IJ, not everyone is 
guaranteed his or her first choice. 
Major commands continue to 
accept volunteer applications. 
Personnel officials encourage all 
eligible NCOs to also consider 
special-duty assignments such as 
recruiting, military training 
instructors, first sergeant duty or 
professional military education 
instructor. 
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This funded newspaper is a duly 
authorized publication for mem- 
bers of the U.S. military serving 
in Iraq. Contents of the TALLIL 
TIMES are not necessarily the 
views of, or endorsed by the U.S. 
Government, the Department of 
Defense, or the Department of 
the Air Force or the Department 
of the Army. 


The editorial content is edited, 
prepared and provided by the 
Tallil Air Base Public Affairs 
office. All photographs are Air 
Force photographs unless other- 
wise indicated. 


The TALLIL TIMES accepts sto- 
ries, photographs and commen- 
taries, which may be submitted 
to the PA staff located in the 


Wing Operations Center (WOC), 
or can be sent directly to the 
newspaper at 
tallil.times@tlab.aorcentaf.af. 
mil. 

Deadline for submission is 2:00 
p.m. Thursday the week before 
publication. All submissions are 
edited for content and Air Force 
journalistic style. Submission of 
articles and photos does not 
guarantee publication. The edi- 
tor reserves the right to publish, 
reject and edit all news stories in 
accordance with the TALLIL 
TIMES editorial policy.For more 
information, visit the PA office 
located in the WOC or call at 
459-0014 or e-mail the editorial 
staff at  407.pa@tlab.aor- 
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centaf.af.mil. 








"There's still time for those who 
have been identified for possible 
retraining to volunteer," said Diaz. 
"It's up to each airman, but if it 
were me, I'd think having control 
over my career would be a priority 
and help reduce the stress of not 
knowing whether or not I will get 
that notification asking me to 
make a selection -- I'd volunteer." 

The retraining program is 
designed to help balance the enlist- 
ed force by moving NCOs in spe- 
cialties with surpluses to those 
with shortages. In April, the Air 
Force said it needed about 1,400 
airmen to change careers. 

"But unless a large number sud- 
denly step up and volunteer, we'll 
be looking for another 900 or so," 
he said. 

Vulnerability listings by grade 
and Air Force specialty code will 
be updated online weekly on the 
Air Force Personnel Center's Web 
site at  https://www.afpc.ran- 
dolph.af.mil/enlskills/Retraining/r 
etraining.htm. 











IN BRIEF 


All times are local. 


Catholic 

Daily Mass 

Mon, Wed, Fri 6 p.m., 407th AEG Chapel Tent 
Vigil Mass 

Saturday, 6 p.m., 407th AEG Chapel Tent 
Sunday Mass 

Sunday, 8 a.m., 407th AEG Chapel Tent 
Sunday, 9:30 a.m., LSA Adder Chapel 
Thursday 

RCIA/Adult Ed., 6:30 p.m., 407th AEG Chapel Tent 
POC: Ch. Fitz-Patrick, 459-0038 


Protestant 

Traditional 

Sunday, 9:30 a.m., 407th AEG Chapel Tent 
Contemporary 

Sunday, 7 p.m., 407th AEG Chapel Tent 
Gospel Service 

11:45 a.m. - 1:30 p.m., 407th AEG Chapel Tent 
POC: Ch. Collins, 459-0038 


Latter Day Saints 

Lay-Led Service 

Sunday, 2 p.m., 407th AEG Chapel Tent 
Gospel Study 

Thursday, 7 p.m., 407th AEG Chapel Annex 
POC: Staff Sgt. Hager, 573-1107 


Jewish 

Lay-Led Service 

Friday, 6 p.m., 407th AEG ESFS Compound (BDOC) 
POC: Ch. Collins, 459-0038 


Muslim 

Prayer 

Daily, 12:30 p.m., LSA Adder Chapel 
Daily, Sunset, LSA Adder Chapel 


Bible Studies 

Women’s Bible Study 

Tuesdays, 7:30 p.m., USAF Post Office 
Men's Bible Study 

Tuesdays, 7:30 p.m., 407th AEG Chapel 
Protestant Bible Study 

Friday, 7:30 p.m., USAF Post Office 
Catholic Bible Study 

Thursdays, 6:30 p.m., Chapel Tent, open to all who are 
interested in the Catholic faith 

God's Purpose for You 

Fridays, 7:30 p.m., USAF Post Office 


Chapel Movie Night 

On Wednesday night, the Air Force chaplains will sponsor 
Mystery Movie Night. That’s right! It’s Mystery Movie 
Night because we don’t know the name of the movie yet. 
The movie is free and open to all Tallil Personnel. The 
movie begins at 7 p.m. in the 407th AEG WOC conference 
room. 


U.S. Army Worship Services 


Catholic 

Sunday Mass 

Sunday, 8 a.m., 407th AEG Chapel Tent 
Sunday, 9:30 a.m., Community Chapel 
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Wednesday Mass 
Wednesday, 6 p.m., 407th AEG Chapel Tent 
POC: Ch. Fitz-Patrick, 459-0038 


Protestant 

36th EN Group 

Sunday, 8:30 a.m.,8 p.m., 36th EN Briefing Tent 
Bible Study, Wednesday, 8 p.m., 36 EN Briefing Tent 
Bible Study, Friday, 8 p.m., 109th EN BN DFAC Area 
POC: Ch. Bedsole, 573-1078 


1/293rd IN 
Sunday, 10 a.m., See Ch. Nedza for location 
Bible Study Nightly, 9 p.m., See Ch. Nedza for location 


63rd Signal Battalion 
Daily Devotional, 12 p.m., Main Building 
POC: Ch. Addams, 833-1032 


92nd Engineer Battalion 

Sunday, 9 a.m., See Ch. Min. 

Wednesday, 8 p.m., See Ch. Min. 

Black Diamond Bible Study, 6 a.m. See Ch. Min. 
POC: Ch. Min, 573-1231 


171st ASG 

Friday, 10 a.m., Community Chapel 

Sunday, | p.m., (Gospel) Community Chapel 

Sunday, 8 a.m., and 8 p.m., 86th CSH 

Wednesday, Bible Study, 8 p.m. Chaplain’s Office 

Tues - Thurs, Praise and Prayer, 8 p.m. Chaplains Office 
POC: Ch. Addams, 833-1032 


189th Combat Support Battalion 

Sunday, 9 a.m., “GO Chapel” 

Tuesday, Choir Practice, 8 p.m., “GO Chapel” 
Wednesday, Bible Study, 8 p.m., “GO Chapel” 
Thursday, Bible Alive, 8:30 p.m., “GO Chapel” 
POC: Ch. Young, 573/1288/1289 


450th Movement Control Battalion 

Sunday, 10 a.m., North end of main building 
Thursday, Bible Study, North end of main building 
POC: Ch. Souter, 833-1005 


Various Faiths 

Sunday 

Sunday, 9 a.m., ROK Army Chapel 

Sunday, 9 a.m., ROK Army Chapel 

Sunday, 9:30 a.m., (Catholic Service) ROK Army Chapel 
Sunday, 9:30 a.m., (Buddhist Service) ROK Army Chapel 
Daily, Morning Prayer, 4:30 a.m., ROK Army Chapel 
POC:Ch. Lee, 573-1227 


Latter Day Saints 

Sunday 

Sunday, 2 p.m., 407th AEG Chapel Tent 
Gospel Study 

Thursday, 7 p.m., 407th AEG Chapel Annex 
POC: Staff Sgt. Hager, 573-1107 


Jewish 

Lay-Led Service 

Friday, 6 p.m., 407th AEG ESFS Compound (BDOC) 
POC: Ch. Collins, 459-0038 


Prayer 
Daily, 12:30 p.m., 63rd Signal Battalion 
Daily, Sunset, 63rd Signal Battalion 
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Do not use workplace phones for morale call purposes. 


Speed limits on base are 30km/18mph during the day and 
10km/6mph at night. Helmets are required in all tactical 
All-Terrain Vehicles (ATV’s) and “Gators.” 


Run Routes 

Running in groups of two or larger is authorized in two 
locations: from the BX/PX parking lot and off the main 
gate road toward the burn pit. The required uniform is T- 
shirt and shorts or pants. Running is not authorized on 
any other road. 


Ammunition Storage 

The 38th Ordnance Group provides ammunition storage 
for units on Tallil Air Base. Contact Mr. Matheson at 573- 
1258 for more information. 


Unexploded Ordnance 

Do not touch unexploded ordnance. Do not travel off the 
hardpack except in areas cleared by EOD. There are still 
thousands of UXO on this base. Army - Report all UXO 
to "Bomber Base" on tactical radios or call 573-1074. Air 
Force - Report all UXO to "Command Post" on the CC 
Net or call the Command Post at 459-0000 or EOD at 459- 
0108/9. 


Liggurat of Ur 
Visits to the Ziggurat require a pass. For information, U.S. 
Army personnel may call 573-1107. 


Air Force Services has expanded its tour schedule to 
include 2 afternoon visits to the Ziggurat. For info, please 
call the Air Force Rec Tent at 459-0121. The schedule now 
looks like this: 


Saturdays, Tuesdays, Thursdays: 
10 a.m. (show time of 9:30 a.m. at the Rec Tent) 


Sundays and Wednesdays: 
2 p.m. (show time of 1:30 p.m. at the Rec Tent) 


Bring helmet, flack jacket and weapon. 


AAFES BX/PX 


AAFES hours are 9 a.m. to 7 p.m. 


NOTICE 


To help everyone get the most out of their facilities and stay 
good neighbors, the Zallil Times reminds all readers that 
each MKT, dining hall, shower tent, latrine tent and morale 
tent is specially sited, stocked and serviced for certain num- 
bers of people in a certain area. These amenities work well 
if only those people use them, but additional people rapidly 
use up whatever food, water and “stuff’ were planned for 
the intended users. If you aren’t among the intended users, 
you take away from those who are and in the long run hurt 
that unit’s ability to properly serve their people. Help oth- 
ers and yourself to have enough when you need it. 
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front wing of the Korean hospital located next to the main gate. The hospital, which 


is more than halfway complete, is scheduled to open July 11 and will treat both coalition force members and civilians from neighboring villages. 


Korean Forces to Open New Hospital on Tallil 


L) 30-Bed Facility Will Treat 
Coalition Forces, Civilians 


Story and Photos By Spc. Ryan Wilson 


Tallil Times General Assignment Reporter 


attention in the aftermath of war is 
often difficult because both resources and 
trained personnel are quite scarce. But thanks 
to the Republic of Korea's (ROK) 320th 
Medical Support Group, civilians in An 
Nasiryah and the area surrounding Talill Air 
Base won't have to look as hard to find ade- 
quate medical care. 

Known as the “ZEMA” team, the 320th is 
helping both coalition forces and Iraqi citizens 
in neighboring villages by building a perma- 
nent hospital next to the main gate. The new 
30-bed facility will provide a majority of the 
medical care for military personnel in the area, 
as well as many civilians in nearby villages. 

The new hospital will be able to see 
approximately 80 patients per day and is 
expected to be operational by mid-July said 
Lt. Col. Yong Kyu Kim, unit commander, 
speaking through an interpreter. 

Kim added the hospital's location ideally 
supports their dual-tiered mission of treating 


| be Iraqi civilians, seeking medical 


both civilians and coalition forces. By being 
just inside the main gate, it’s convenient to 
treat civilians from the An Nasiriyah area 
without compromising base security, or incon- 
veniencing coalition forces. At the same time, 
coalition personnel will still have easy access 
to medical care on base. 

Each of the hospital’s two wings will have 
11 rooms, including two operating rooms, an 
emergency room, an intensive care unit, two 
patient wards with latrines, a laboratory, a 
pharmacy, and rooms for dental, ophthalmolo- 
gy, anesthesia, urology, X-ray, internal medi- 
cine, and oriental medicine and physical ther- 
apy. Surprisingly enough, there will also be 
dental services available. 

The hospital will have a full complement of 
some of the best equipment available—venti- 
lators, defibrillators, anesthesia apparatus, 
sterilizers, patient monitors, operating beds 
and lights for the operating rooms; a biochem- 
istry analyzer, a blood analyzer, a blood refrig- 
erator, a blood cell counter, automatic urine 
analyzer for the laboratory, an endoscope and 
electrocardiogram, and an ultra sonogram for 
internal medicine. 

However, once the hospital opens, the 
unit’s visiting MEDCAP missions will be cut 
back and much of the available treatment will 
move to the new facility. The need for civil- 





A Captain Moon, nurse, examines an child's dis- 
placed wrist with the help of Cpl. K. P. Shin, medical 
assistant during a MEDCAP mission to An Nasiriyah 
by the ROK ‘s 320th Medical Support Group. 


ian medical aid has steadily increased, accord- 
ing to Corporal K. Y. Kim, medical assistant. 

"Last week we treated 210 patients here (in 
An Nasiriyah), this week it was about 250," 
Corporal Kim said. "We used to be done by 
noon, but now it's an all day mission." 

The hospital's hours will be 8 a.m. to 5 
p.m., with a team of one doctor, one nurse, and 
one medic available for overnight emergen- 
cies. Patients requiring long-term care will be 
transported to other facilities. 
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A EYE IN THE SKY: The MQ/RQ-1 Predator is a medium-altitude, long-endurance unmanned aerial vehicle system. 


theater asset for reconnaissance, surveillance and target acquisition in support of the Joint Force commander 


USAF Photos by Master Sgt. Deb Smith 





It is a Joint Forces Air Component Commander-owned 


Spirit in the Sky: Predator Team Prowls Iraq 


Story By 2nd Lt. Gerardo Gonzalez 
407th Air Expeditionary Group Public Affairs 


I t hunts alone—flying quietly for more than 
20 hours at a time, carefully scouring the 
earth for the most minute evidence of ground 
activity, and then discretely relays intelligence 
to analysts half a world away. But on a 
moment's notice, the MQ/RQ-1 Predator 
unmanned aerial vehicle can transform itself 
from a forward aerial observer, to an oppor- 
tunist attack craft capable of delivering an 
armor-busting missile with pin-point accuracy. 

Contrary to popular belief the Predator is 
actually a complete system, not just an airframe 
by itself. A fully operational system consists of 
four aircraft (with sensors), a ground control 
station (GCS), a Predator Primary Satellite Link 
(PPSL), and approximately 55 people to sup- 
port continuous 24-hour operations. However, 
to the Tallil Air Base airmen who fly them, the 
system is more than just an expensive video 
game. 

Inside the Predator’s brain, there’s room for 
a crew of two. The Launch Recovery Ground 
Control Station—the box like container which 
resembles the end section of a tractor-trailer— 
controls every move of the 27-foot craft. Well, 
almost every move. 

“These are designed to do nothing more than 
get the aircraft airborne, and get it down,” said 
Lt. Col. Eric Jessen, 64th Expeditionary 
Reconnaissance Squadron commander and 
Predator pilot. 

“Tt's like a laptop flight simulator,” said Capt 
Gary Town, 64th ERS pilot. “I've actually 


enjoyed flying it. It is challenging.” 

According to Town, part of the challenge is 
flying the Predator—at 80 mph—through tiny 
cameras mounted on the airframe. 

“You're looking through Dixie straws,” said 
Jessen, an 18-year Air Force veteran and former 
A-10 Thunderbolt II pilot. “You lose all depth 
perception ... and you have to keep remember- 
ing what camera you're looking through.” 

The Predator’s cameras act like multiple sets 
of eyes that assist the crew in flying the aircraft 
and conducting ground reconnaissance. 
They're also the most expensive part of the air- 
craft, according to the captain. 

“The aircraft itself is worth about $ 2 to 3 
million but with the 'ball' the price goes up to 
about $7 million,” said Town about the spheri- 
cal-shaped housing on the Predator’s underside 
that contains all but one of its sensitive surveil- 
lance cameras. The day camera is located in the 
aircraft’s nose and is used for flight control, 
while others are used for surveillance in low 
light environments such as smoke, clouds or 
haze. 

When it comes to the Predator though, 
everybody has a job, no matter what their back- 
ground is. Operating the cameras, for other 
than flying, usually falls on the sensor-operator 
who is usually an enlisted imagery analysis spe- 
cialist. But predator pilots, on the other hand, 
come from many walks of life. 

“Everybody's got a different past,” Jessen 
said. “We even have some navigators ... they 
can fly Predators as long as they have a civilian 
pilot's license.” 

However, as Predators start to get more 
involved with the Hellfire missile system, the 





A GAME OVER: Capt. Gary Town, 64th ERS pilot sits 
in the Launch Recovery Ground Control Station—the 
nerve center for Predator operation at Tallil Air Base. 


Air Force is looking closer at using more fight- 
er pilots to fly them, said Jessen. 

Town, a former AC-130 gunship pilot, 
thrives on the Predator mission and has no 
regrets about its high demand. 

“We'll see AEF's cycle in and out, and we'll 
be here," he added. "We're needed everywhere. 
We're kind of like tanker units, we go and we 
stay." 

"Feels good to support the guys on the 
ground," he said. "It's been very rewarding for 
me. I love this job, it's a good deal for me." 


